
FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH  
PLATTING BOARD MEETING 

Mona Lisa Drexler Assembly Chambers at the 
Juanita Helms Administration Center 

907 Terminal Street, Fairbanks, Alaska 
 

AGENDA 
6:00 PM 

March 6, 2019 

A. CALL TO ORDER and ROLL CALL 
 

B. MESSAGES 
 

1. Opening 

2. Information for the public 

3. Chairs Comments 

4. Introduction of Staff 

i. Communications to the Board 
ii. Citizens Comments – limited to three (3) minutes 

5. Agenda items not scheduled for public hearing 

6. Items other than those appearing on the agenda 

7. Disclosure and Statement of Conflict of Interest 
 

C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA  
 

Approval of Consent Agenda passes all routine items indicated by asterisk (*) on the agenda.  
Consent Agenda items are not considered separately unless and Commission or Board 
member or citizen so requests. In the event of such request, the item is returned to the 
general agenda, 

 
D. *MINUTES 

 
None. 

 
E. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 
None. 

 
F. ADMINISTER GROUP OATH 

 
G. PUBLIC HEARING  

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-01: An Ordinance Amending FNSBC Title 17 Regarding Legal And 
Constructed Road Access For Subdivisions. – Referred to the Platting Board with 
recommendation due back no later than March 29, 2019. (Sponsor: Mayor Ward) 
 
 
 
 



FNSB Platting Board Agenda -2- March 6, 2019 
 
 

H. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

I. NEW BUSINESS 
 

J. EXCUSE FUTURE ABSENCES 
 

K. CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 

L. COMMENTS / COMMUNICATIONS 
 

M. ADJOURNMENT 
 

On any legislative applications such as street vacations, trail easements or Title 17 amendments, 
the public may submit written comments and/or testify before the Platting Board. 

 
 

Any questions, please contact the Clerk of the Platting Board at 907-459-1273 or via email at 
FNSBPB@fnsb.us  

mailto:FNSBPB@fnsb.us
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8) Section 6 FNSBC 17.56.060 D (lines 203-203) Road construction must be built taking into 
account the conclusions/recommendations based on the typical roadway cross-sections. 
Whose conclusions/recommendations is this talking about? Currently we must submit a 
signed/stamped cross section (that the road will be built to). This line should be 
eliminated or clarified. What were to happen if a road gets built to a submitted cross-
section and the Borough Engineer decides it was not correct? Would the developer have 
to rebuild the road?  

9) Section 6 FNSBC 17.56.060 G (lines 212-248) This entire section needs to clearly define 
what is a deficiency. There needs to be clearly defined standards from Public Works. , 
and how those standards will be applied. All of “G” simple leaves too much open to 
interpretation, bias, and/or the appearance of bias by Public Works.   

10) Section 7 FNSBC 17.56.065 A (lines253-254): The applicant is required to  demonstrate 
to the borough engineer that the proposed access can be constructed practically and 
economically within the legal access.  This does introduce any standards or criteria into 
the process. Putting lines in Title that are not defined just leaves the door open to 
interpretation, bias, and/or the appearances of bias. If these terms cannot be well 
defined, they should be struck from the proposed changes.   

11) Section 7 FNSBC 717.56.065.B.1. c through f (lines 262-267) should be eliminated, as 
they are simply too restrictive. Per the study done by FNSB staff, 90% of the subdivisions 
that had road construction exemptions had roads that will allow access by a fire truck. 
Further restrictions will not necessarily “provide for the welfare and benefit of the 
public”. If we require all lots to have roads that make the cost of the lots prohibitive (to 
a portion of first-time buyers/builders for example), is that serving the welfare of the 
public?  

 
In closing, I would like to reiterate that Ordinance No. the 2019-01 is too restrictive. Specifically, 
that land within a fire and/or road service area would be eliminated from the road construction 
exemption. There are too many cases where this will eliminate the development of a 
subdivision. I firmly believe that the welfare and safety of the public will not be provided for 
unless construction standards (from the Public Works department) are developed in 
conjunction with any changes to Title 17.  As well, the role of road service areas should be 
looked at in relation to any changes to the current Title. All of these items are inter-related and 
changing one without addressing the others will not provide for a workable, long term solution. 
If changes are made to Title, please consider a four to six-month extension before the  
ordinance becomes effective. This would give time for plats currently in progress will not be 
subject to changes.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration,  
 
Steve Lowry PLS 
 
3-TIER Alaska, LLC 
907-451-7411 
steve@3tieralaska.com 






















































































